The British by Benjamin Lephaniah
https://|adigita|e.c4ev/digiview/#/v/@%g9e6401feﬂC

1/ Listen to the poem. What sort of text does it imitate?
2/ Listen to the poem again and find nouns or adjectives reFerring to nationalities.

Write a minimum oFthree For each continent/

3/ What is the message oFthe poe’c(.2

4/ According to Benjamin Zephaniah, Who are the Britislwz
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Six Ways to Divide British Accents

By .‘;!:Lrlxy Comics
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Ples and Prejudice by Stuart Maconie, 2008

ﬂ]ere isno south oF Eng|an&, iFweyre honest ﬂmere isa bottom haH\ oF Eng]and,
natura”y, I?ut there isn’t a south in the same way that there’s a north. There isno
conception orthe south comparab]e to the north. Good or bad, “the north” means
something toall Enghsh people whereverthey hail from.

To people from London it means clesolation, artic temperatures, mushy peas, a cultural
wasteland with limited shopping opportunities and popu[ated l)y aggressive trolls.
To northerners, it means home, truth, l)eauty, va[our, romance, warm and chracterFu]
people, real beer and decent chip shops. And in this we are undoukted]y biased, of

course.

]/ Focus on what the North represents For not]’xerners and how
Londoners see the Nort[q.

2/ V\/here is the author Fromz



@’) Accentism is the new classism - RT UK - 20714

https://]acligita]e.Aev/digiview/#/v/e%8363406357

]/ Watch the report. List the accents mentionned and the aAjectives used to describe them.
2/ How does having a strong regional accent can aFFect peop|e’sjo[> prospects?
3/ Why does Caroline regret changing her accent?
4/ V\/ho is the reporter reFerring to When she says “They’ve Ioeen accused oF repeaten“y o{: not speal(ing the same

language as the rest OF the country”. V\/hat does it meanz
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=] What does it mean to be British? The
& 77@9;@17@,, Alice mqam, 2005

This weeL, in a West London swimming—poo|, | watched as two |arge
West African women p|unged into the water top|ess in their knickers.
No one commented until one woman said: “They look like they’re having
Fun.” It was on|y when tlﬁey went into the caFé aFterwards and one Iit a
cigarette in a no—smoldng zone that somone comp|ained.

This sums up the British. ()

So what does it mean to be British@ Jacques Chirac thinks it’s about
bad food. Tourists cite Bucl(ingrram Palace and the double-deck bus -
which has become even more iconic since the bombings. The series
Little Britain shows a nation oFeccentrics with a sense oF humour.
Accorcling to tr]e Asutra|ians, the Britrish always |ose at cricl<et. Others
told me that, For them, Britain was all about curries, roasts, toast,
kettles, gardens, gnomes, tea cosies, rain, the Queen and her corgies.
Statistica”y, the country is divided in each census into the Enghsh,
Welsh and Scottish, into ethnic minorities, and into religions. But
britishness is about more than this. It is what unite, rather than what
differentiates us, that is particu[ar]y interesting. Emma Soames, the
e(Jitor of&aga%gazi_ne, says the oHer generation has a very strong
view oF britishness. “Ginger beer, James Bond, pony club camp, a deep
love of animals and an ambivalence towards children. We also have a
great sense orf pageantry and dressing up which we mustn,t ]ose.”
Andrew Ro[)erts, author of a biography of Lord Sa|isl}ury, says that
britishness is easy to define.
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1/ Read the first paragraph and exp|ain: “This sums up the British.”

2/ HigHight elements reFerringto:
° everyday ]hfe
. history and geography

L Famous peop|e and reasons FO[’ Fame

3/ Exp[ain the quote: “It's about Ioeing classic with a twist ... and

castles”

4/ Conc|ude Ey exp]aining hovv the Britis[q see tr\emse[ves, and what is

[)ritisrmess.

“We have a proFoun(“y different history to the rest of the world - part|y
because our geographica| insularity, part|y because we are the most
constitutiona”y mature. We were the first to have an industrial revolution
and we donyt |ose wars. We once covere& one quarter oF the worH. OF
course, we are unique," ()

Brooke ShieHs, the American actress now appearing in l_on(Jon, thinks it's
easy to deFine, “Fudge and pubs." But britishness is not al)outjust asetof
values or sweets - it is also about the people who have made Britain.
Baroness Susan GreenFieH, the director o{“ the Roya| [nstitution, points to
the Fact that Britain pro&uced Newton, Darwin, and has won more Nobel
prizes t!’\an any country except America.

The British are also great innovators, exp]orers, story-te”ers, soldiers and
sai|ors -a traclition carried on |9y E”en MacArthur sai]ing roun& the world,
Tim Berners-Lee inventing the Internet and J.K. Row]ing writing about
Harry Potter.

“|tys about being classic with a twist," says Geordie Greig, the editor of
Tatler Magm. “Aloout combining trre |9est OIC British with a|9road, having
Zadie Smith and Shakespeare, Ke”y Holmes and Paula Radchg, Ikea
Furniture and castles.”

Mriganka Chatterjee, one of the first to take the new citizenship test,
says: “| could have chosen worse," showing another British trait -

understatement. Even hC you are proud to l)e British, you shou[d never brag
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aloout it.

]/ Bomloings in London on \Ju|y 2005 l(i”ing 30 and injuring7oo
2/ Lord Salishury = British PM 1886-1892
3/ Ladie Smith - British novelist of Jamaican origin
4/ Ke”y Holmes & Paula Radcliffe - British athletes




England as seen by Martin Parr
British photographer Martin Parr is famous for his satirical photos of English eccentricity and the British class system

Socks or no socks?
Sanda|s wit[q socl<s are a c]assic For some o|der British

people. ltsa stereotype of the British tourist on ko|iday at

home or abroad.
Martin Parr took this photo in dorset, southern England in

1996.

Summer‘j@

Parr shows a typica”y unsentimental vision oF]iFe, in
Britain in this 1985 photo. He took the photo at the New
Brig[qton seaside resort in Liverpool. New Brighton was a
popu[ar destination For the worLing-class residents o1tt['1e

industrial city of l_iverpoo], on Eng]anJ,s west coast.

Dressed with sty]_e
Roya| Ascot is a British institution. More than 300 years o[d, itisone orthe worH,s
most prestigious horse racing events. But, as Parr s 1999 photo shows, this Five—day
extravaganza is not just about the horses. A high]ight in London s social calendar, it s

also about class and who has the most extravagant hat!

Hungry birds
One oF Martin Parr’s Favourite themes is the seaside. In particu|ar, he |il<es to
capture the less g]amourous side of beach culture. This 1996 photo, for examp|e,
shows two seagu”s enjoying someon s ckips in Dorset. The birds often attack people

to steal their Food.




Wm@l@m the English

England can loe a strange place wiien you don,t lmow now its sooiety {:unctions.

MyLisshy.
The English are not famous for their powers of seduction. Charms requires mal(ing
anotner person Fee] good ai)out themse]ves, l?ut tney are Sh\/ aloout paying eaclfi other
comp]iments and even worse at receiving them. As a result, the seduction process for
heterosexua] coup|es has tra&itiona“y involved tiiree e]ements: a man, awoman, and a

signiiticant quantity OiCa|coiio|. So don’t ]9e surprise(J to Find you are not being chatted up

tiiere as you might Iae in France. But iFan Eng]ish person so much |oo|<s at you - |et alone

spea]< to you - this is proi)ably a sign that tney think you are attractive.

@yﬂgﬁj@ Emotion is dangerous
The Eng|isi1 are famous for their humour: theyyre constantly Like the Japanese, who also live on an overpopu|ate& island,
making fun of each other and everytning else. So much so, in the Eng]ish try to maintain social narmony on a[ways i)eing
itact, tiiat tney are uncomFortaHe witli serious discussion. In ca|m, even wiien someting angers them. Wiien taken too
tiieir eyes, discussing a sui)ject seriously suggests you ta|<e Far, nowever, this can have a counter—pro&uctive elq‘ect:
yourseWserious]y - and that is not a good tning. Raised to when an Englisn person refuses to admit tney are angry,
value intellectual debate, French people in Eng]and find it they (Jeny themselves a chance to resolve the prololem. This
difficult to adapt to this. Just let them make fun of you and means that tney genera”y stay angry much |onger than
J'o|<e about tiiem in return - it’s liOW Eng|is['1 Frien&siiip necessary. Basica”y, iFyou thinl( an Eng]ish person mignt lae
vvorl<s. Simi|ar|y, iiC you don’t l(novv someone We”, sticl< to angry with you, tiiey probably are and you shou[d apo|ogise.
safe topics like the weather and possii)le TV shows. Either ﬂie\/“ Iaugn and insist there was never any proi)lem, but
way, avoid po|itics or anytning too pnilosopnical or secretely you will have defused the situation.

inte”ectual. Particularly at tne pula.

Yes can mean no
In some cultures, it is very difficult for people to say no
because this would be impo[ite. England is one of those
cu|tures, but tiiey take politeness even further. For

examp|e, tney wi” say “Yes, we must see eacher otiier

[rﬂyis_king again[" and then never phone you. ]t,s comfusing, i)ut in
There is a saying that the Eng|isi1 and the Americans are "two their eyes tney were just i)eing po]ite because how could
peoples divided |9y acommon |anguage”. The reason is that while tney possilo]y say “Goo&bye, we shall probably never
both employ the same voca|9u|ary, the English uses words ironica”y meet again”z Equa”y strange|y, tney constant|y
all the time whereas the Americans are more |il<e|y to use them apo]ogise Fortnings that are not their fault. For instance,
litera“y. For instance, if an Eng]ish person describes someone as an English person on the Tube might say to you T'm
“not entirely ug[y” this proi)ai)ly suggests tiiey are stunningly sorry, lout you are standing on my FOOt”. Even they Find
beautiful. A day that is "a little warm " is excessive|y hot. If someone this strange. Simi]ar|y, the Englisn are not used to
says they are not “Fee]ing Iori”iant” then it means tiiey feel rea”y ill. complaining or making afussin sliops or restaurants.

Everything is a[ways itine, or |0ve|y, even wiien itis

clear|y not!

I love English world - November 2021



La Gacilly - So Britishi exhibition
V\/or|< in groups (5 pairs and ] group oFthree) so as to complete the Ahflferent tasLs.
/\/\MNV
Task 1 - writing

=
@ What does “So British” mean?

To answertr\is question visit the part oFthe ex[qibition on this topic.

Focus your research on four photographers among Martin Parr, Don McCullin, Tony Ray—Jones, Mary Turner, Peter
Dench, Terry 0 'Neill and Josh Edgoose.

Gather information about them (years, place) as well as their sty|e, their message.

Choose a p[qoto For each artist that represents their worL tl’le laest - rememlaer to ta|<e a photo orrthose artworLsI
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Q,,) Task 2 - speaking

Walk around the exhibition in La Gaci“y, Focusing on the artworks by British artists.

C[froose a photograph you enjoy and that isa Faitrntu[ representation oFBritish cu]ture accor(Jing to you.
ﬂren record a podcast with your partner Which must include a presentation oFthe artist, a description orthe artwor]<

chosen as well as an ana|ysis of what makes this photograph a typica] representation of Britishness.

Task & - writing

Continue Aiscoveringthe exhibition inlLa Gaci”y, and l(eep ﬁocusing on t[fre artworl<s |9y British artists.

Choose a photograph you enjoy and that is a portrait.
Then write a 200-word text with your partner in which you imagine the [iFe, the dreams, the expectations or
disillusionments of the character on the photo.
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ﬂlen send a” oFyour worL (both photos opthe artworl&s as we“ as the podcast and yourtext) to:

Laetitia.Craveu r@ac—rennes.Fr



